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uncommon.   Before World War No. 1 radium was used for the
treatment of cancer in many of the larger hospitals, and the
hospital authorities sought to insure it against " all risks" by
reason of its considerable value.  A list of insurances of this type
dated   12th  October,   1914,  located  at  the  "Alliance" Head
Office, has shown that that office was then covering such risks at
five hospitals.   The correspondence refers to such insurances as
having been accepted with comparative freedom " a few years
ago " at a rate of approximately 10s.%.   By 1914, however, the
claims experience had proved so unsatisfactory by losses of the
radioisotopes and not on account of third party claims that both
the companies and Lloyd's underwriters trebled that rate.   In
1928 the " Union " issued a prospectus and policy form for the
insurance of radium.   They prepared an endorsement wording
setting out the rules to be observed as a condition of insurance,
and such rules were adopted by many hospitals as their own
" Radium Ward Rules " designed in the interests of all con-
cerned to avoid losses of this valuable substance, then priced at
£7  10s per milligramme. Even as late as  1928 emphasis was
still on the insurance of loss rather than on liability.
The introduction of atomic reactors has been responsible for
the production of radioisotopes on a substantial commercial
scale. In consequence, within the last 10 or 15 years radioiso-
topes have been used in many industrial and other processes in
this and other countries,
Early Negotiations
The problems which arose out of automatic fission and the
liabilities arising therefrom began to engage the attention of
insurers in the United Kingdom soon after the ending of World
War No. 2. It appears that the subject was first raised in 1946
at a meeting of the International Union of Marine Insurers at
Zurich, where the Danish representatives drew attention to the
international problems involved, mainly from the standpoint of
the use of atomic power for destructive purposes. The Fire
Offices' Committee took notice of this and in that year set up a
committee to investigate the problems.
In the years which immediately followed there was little
opportunity for the public or, indeed, for industry generally to
obtain much useful information about the hazards likely to be
involved in the use of atomic energy. In November, 1953,
however, Sir Christopher Hinton spoke in New York of the
expected development of atomic powrer in the United Kingdom.
It was then felt by insurers that the time had come for the

